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- THE METHODS OF MORIS KLAW

By SAX ROHMER,

Author of “THE YELLOW CLAW,” ETC.

|

(Cepyright, 1M5)

URING that autumn I was shar-
D ing & plessant set of rooms
with Mark Lesty, who was
shortly taking up an appointment at
a London hospital, and it was, I think,
about the middle of that month that
the extraordinary affpir of Halesowen
and his Egyptian potsherd came under
our mnotice

Our rooms (they were in a south-
west suburb) overlooked a flne ex-
panse of common. Halesowen rented
a fat commanding = similar prospect,
and at the time of which I write he
had but recently returned from a pro-
tracted visit to Egypt

Halesowen was a tall
“elean-shaven., very fresh colored and
wearing his hair cropped close to his
head. He was well traveled and no
mean antiguary.

He lived entirely by himself.
Lesty and I frequently spent the even-
ing =t his place. which was = veri-

tuble museum of curiosities.
I distinctly recall the first time that

he showed us his latest scquisitions

We had been examining ths relics
that Haiesowen had brought back
from the land of the Pharachs; the
one. I remember, which had most Im-
pressad me, tyro that I was, being
the mummy of a sacred cat from
Bubastis.

“It wouldn't have baen worth bring-
ing back only for tha wrapping.”
Halesowen assured me. “This, now, ia
really unigque!™

Tha object referred tn was a broken
pot or vass, upon which he pointed
out » number nf hieroglyphics and a
figurs with the head of a jackal

“A potsherd inscribed with the fig-

falr man.

and

ure of Anubls,” be explained. “Very
valuable™

"Why?' Lesty inquired in his lazy
WRY.

“well,” Halesowen replied, *the

the inscription ars of
unfamiliur to me. I
belleve them to ba a sort of secret
writing. possibly peculiar to some
bretherhood. I am risking expert opin-
jon. slthough in every nense 1 =tele
the thing!™

“How's that™ 1 asked.

“Well, Professor Sheraton—you'll nea
his name on & row of cases in the
British Museum—excavated it. But iU's
a moral certainty he didn’t intend to
adwise the authorities of his find. He
was golng to smuggle It out of Egypt
into his private collection I had
marked the spot where he found It
for inquiries of my own This dis-
honest old fossil™

Lesty laughed

“h. my motives weren't above sus-
pielon. But anyway the professor an-
ticipated me. Accordingly 1 employed
one All, a distinguished member of &
of thieves to visit the learned
tent. Cutting

characters of
s kind entirely

family
gentlemen’s
there's the pot.”™

“Here. 1 say,” drawled Lesty. "Tou'll
come 1o a bad end, young fellow.™

“The position is a pecullar one” re-
plied Halesowen smiling. “Nelther of
us had any legal c¢laim the sherd
—while we weres on tzypunh terri-

€]

tory. Therefore, even if the profesanr
jearned that I had the thing—and he|
may suspect—he couldn’t prosecute
me.”

“Devilish high-handed,” commented
Lesty

“Yes But remember we were well|

off the map—milea away from Cook's|
route. The possesmion of this potsherd |

ought to make & man's reputation— !
any man who Knows a bit about th-l
subject.

“Curiously enough. a third party h;dl
had his eye upon the place whers thie |
sherd was found. And]
fashion he tum-
had fullen

much-sought
mysterious
the fact thar It

in some
bled to

into my hands

“He made a naort
a hundred pounds for
but ran across him agaln a week or
80

of velled offer of|
it 1 refused,

later
ca O

“That's strange,”
he?”

in Cairo, and he raised hin
two hundred.” i
I sald. *“Whn was

“Called himself Zeda—Dr !Aulsi
Zeda. He quite lost his temper when |
1 declined to sell, and I've not pet eyea|

on him slnce.™ I

He relocked the fragment In his|
cabinet., and wa lasped into silence,
te =it gazlng meditatively ncroas the

common, picturesque in the dim., au-

tumn twilight.

Hy the way, Halesowen,™ I said, "1
sete that the flat next donr, sama floor
as this, s to let.”

“That's 0, he replled. “Why don't
vou men take it .

“We'll think about I.,” yawned Lesty,
etretching his long limbs luxuriously
“Might look over |! in the morning.™

The following day we viewed the
vacant flat. but found. uwpon Iinquiry
»f the ageni. thar it had already been

let. However, as our own rooms suit-
ed us very well, we wera not greatly
concerned

Just as we finished dinner the same
evening Halesowsn came in, and with- |
out preamble plunged Into a surpris- |

ting tale of un 1¥ bappenings at
bis place

“Take it slowly.” warned Lesty, In-
terrupting. “You say it was after we
came away’’

“About an hour after.,” replied]|
Halesowen nervously ‘1 had broughl!
out the potsherd, and had it in the

wooden stand on the table before me. |
1 was copying the hisrogiyphics, |
which, as [ sald, are unusual, and
had only my reading iamp burning. |
the rest of the room being, conse-|
quently, in shadow. |
“1 was sitting with my back to the
windows facing the door, o no one
could possibly have entersd the room
unseen by me. It was as I bent down
to serutinize u badly defaced charac-
ter that T felt a queer sensation!
stealing over me, as though some one '
were standing close Lehind my chalr
watching me™
“Yery common,”
“Merely nervea™

explained Lesty. |

the story— |

|1y deportment of Dr. Zedsa.

lelgn gentleman rose to take his leave,

| ha extended an invitation
us to lunch with him the [ollowing
day.

Though 1 half expected Halepowen

| would decline,

{ think

| collection™

“Yes, 1 know; but mnot what fol-
lowed. The sensation b«:?. S0 pro-
nounced that I stood up o one Was
in the room.”

“] determined to take a strell, com-
cluding that the fresh air would clear
thess uncanny cobwebs out of my
brain. Accordingly 1 extingulshed the
lamp and went out. 1 was just put-
ting my cap on when something
prompted me to return and look up
the potsherd.™

He fixed his eyes upon us with an
expreasion of doubt.

“There was some one or somelhing
In the room:™

“What do you mean? asked Lesty
incredulously.

“l quite distinctly saw & hand and
bare white arm pass sway from the
teble and vanish! It was dark in the
room, remember; but 1 could mes the
arm well enough. 1 switched on the
resding lamp. Not a thing was Lo be
seen. There was no ons i the room.,
and no one but myself in the flat,

for I searched it thoroughly.”™
] Halesowen's mnerves eovidently had
been shaken by the inexplicable inci-
dent As the three of us sirode back
scroas the common he Informed us
that the new tenant of the adjolning
fiat had moved In.

We urocesded upstalrs and into The
cogy room which had been ths scene
of ths Jewzarkable occurrence re-
lated.

As {t wan growing dark. Halesowen
turned on the electric lMght, and in-
dicating & chalr by the writing Labie,
explained that it was thore he bad
bean seatad at the time.

“Did you have the windows open?”
asked Lesty.

“Yes,"” was the reply. *T left the
chairs and the awning out, (oo, as
it was a fine night; in fact, you can
gee that they still remain practical-
¥ a8 you left them.”

Apparently Lesty was about to make
some ohservation when an Inlerrup-
tion occurred in the form of a ring-
ing on the door-bell, foliowed by a
discrest fandango on the knncker.

“Who the deuce have we here?T
muttered Halesowen. 1 paw no oms
go In below.”

As our host passed through the
lighted room and into the hall, wmy
friend and 1 both leaned forward m
our chalrs, the better to hear what
should pass; nor,wers we kept long
in suspense As we heard thes outsr
door opened. an odd, mumbling wvolce
came, with a quesr accent:

“Ah, my dear Mr. Halesowen, it I»
indesd an intrusion of me! But when
| tind how we are nelghbors I can-
not resist 1o make the call and re-
new & so pleasant acqualiatance:”

“Dr. Zeda'" we heard Halesowen
exclaim, with little cordiality.

“Ever your devoted servant”
plied the courteous foreigner.

1 glanced at Lesty, and we ross to-
gether and stepped through the open
window in time to ses a truly re-
markable personage enler,

He was & large-framed man, with
snowwhite hair cut close to his skull,

re-

French fashion. He had a high and
very wrinkled brow and wore gold-
rimmed pince-ner

Jet black and heavy eyehrows were
his. and his wexed mustache and neat
Ttmporul wera likewise of the hue of
coal

Hiz complexion was pallid; and In
his well-cut coat. with & loose black
tie overhanging his vest, he made &
striking plcture, bowing prafoundly
in the doorway.

Halesowen rapidly muttered the
usual formalities, in fact, I remember
mentally contrasting our friend's un-
| ceremonious manners with the court-

The latter explained that he had
taken the adjacent fiat, having learn-
ed only that evening whom he had
for a nelghbor. Despits the lateness
of the hour, he sald. he could not re-
alst the desire to see Halesowen. of
whose company in Egypt he retained
such pleasant memories.

When after a brief chat, the for-

to all of

he did mot do so; I
therefore accepted, as did Lesty.

Whereupon Zeda departed

Halesowen, returning 1o the chalr
which he bhad vacated to usher out
his visitor, lighted a cigarette, regard-
ed It for a moment meditatively, and
then frankly expressed his doubts

He's been watching me™” he sald,
“and when he saw the next flat va-
cant he jumped at the chance.”

On the following day we lunched
with Dr Zeda. n were surprised
at the orderly ate of his estab-
Urhment Everything., from floor to
celling, was in 1ts proper Dlace.

1 thoroughly enjoved my visit, for

proved an excellent host, and 1
even Lesty grew less suspici-
ous of him. During the weeks that
followed the doctor came several
times to sur rooms, and we frequente
iy met at Halesowen's.

Then, ahout seven o'clock one morn-
ing when the mists hung low over
the common In promise of a hot day,
n boy cama for Lesty and mysell
with news of a fresh development.
Ho was a lad whe 414 odd jobs for
Halesowen, and he brought word of
an atiempted burgiary, together with
a request that we should go over
without delay.

Our curiosity keenly aroused, wa were
soon with our friend. and found him
seatod In the famillar room before a
large cabinet with double glass doors
It was clearly evident that it had been
ransacked hastily
Other cases in which he kept various
curine were also opened, and the place ||
was in general disorder
“What's gune™" asked Lesty quickly.
“Nothing!" was the answer. *“The
potsherd Is in the safe, and the safe is
perhaps something |t

he

the re-entriunce
question, further discussion of the sub-
Ject wag preciuded. Zeda carried a small
Iron box. which he placed carefully upen
the table and unlocked.

tation,
turn

broken vase in its wooden frame.
Zeda,
heild in his hand against
frame,
the parts In confaet, Turned to us with
a
spond, gentlemen,
tion!" ha declared; which,
perfectly true |

could not
yYou & story
shall eredit it: I only say that I havye !
given up my

The table rocked and gave forth ers
ing sounds. v
There was no othér manifestation. and.
about half past ten. the doctor agaln
terminated the seance.

turned out all thét could be debired—
Zeda's point of view.™
.. “But how has he got away”™ sald
en in bewilderment.
“Motor walting at the corner.” re-

“'Excellent!” said Zeda enthusiastically.
“Excellent! We were en rmapport, and
within the circle thers was power. To-
morrow we shall triumph, my ftriends,
but thers s again an alteration that
occurs (o me

“You, Mr. Clifford, shall asit next to
Mr., Lesty on the left. Mr. Halesowen
shall be upon his right, and [ facing Mr.
Leaty between. Also, there la too much
light from the lamps in the road.

“It i good, 1 think to have open
the windows, but this Japaness screen
will keep out that too much light and
sheiter the vase. Tomorrow we will ob-

plled Lesty promptly. “Heard it coms
up. When the reading lamp was cap-
sized and whoever had crept from him
balcony to yours and in behind the scresn
had returned the same way—with the

overturnad the table and

you two ckw 1

chn.lmu. men backward in your

“Then, befors I could reach him, he
bolted out and locked the door after
him. For, baving lulled my suspicions
by two practically uneventful Beances,
he cunningly placed himself nearest to
the door and me farthest away.

“He probably removed the key when

“My dear sir,” gasped Zodn. seizing
the speaker's arm. “tell me quickly—
you hawe lost nothing

Halesowen glanced at him rather
hard. “No,” he answered.
“Ab! what a rellef! I feared—"" rumbled

tha doctor. “But parhaps you wonder for
what it Is they came?"
“l can guesa. ™

“You need no longer guess, 1 wiil tell

vou. It ls for your fragment of the
sacred vase, and (o me they collhe for
mine!"

We were aven more astonlashed by this
assertion than we had been by the doc-
tor's first.

“Your fragmoent.” said Halesowen slow-

Iy, with his eyes fixed on Zoda “To
what fragment do you refer™”
“To that which. together with wvaur

potsherd, makes up the complete wvase’
But you doubt?" he suggested, shruzging
his shoulders. ““Walt but & moment aod
I will prove!”

He moved from the room. Then we
stood and guped at one another.
“His confound ingenuity.” rapped Hal-

esowen, “has completely tied my hands'"

Being interrupted at this moment
of the gentieman

by
In

A wmecond hox of polished ehony was|

revealed within, and this being unlocked
In turn, proved to contain, reposing in &
nest of bilue velvet, a fragment of an-
tique pottery ,

Taking the fragment in his hand. the

doctor begmed that the potsherd be pro-
duced

Halesowenr
reti
alm

after a momentary hesi-
red from the room, 10 re-
immediately with the |
Dr
portion which he
tha: in the
not so closely as to bring

placing the

bat

“They corre-
to a smallest frac-
indeed, was |

triumphant amile

contiued Zeda, evident- |
by the surprise which we
conceal, "1 will relste to
1 4o not ask that you

“And now.”
¥ gratified

life to such studies, and |

hat 1 am willing, as matters have so

in my bedroom—or !
might have gone’” arrived, that you shall Join me to,
“You lock it uwp at night, then® I|prove false or true what I think ofi

thought you kept n the cabinet.”
#Oply during the day. It goes in the
safe, with one or two other (rifies, at
night; but everybody doesn’t know that.* |}
We looked at one another allently; Lat
the name that was on all our lips re-
mained unspoken—f{or wWe weére startled
by a loud knocking and ringing st the
Jorr

When nrter opened
ran Dr Zeda

“Oh, my frignds""
hodrse, rumbling volce, “thers has been
to my #at a midnight robber He has
turned completely upside down all my

it intn the room

he cried in |his

As 1 watched the foreigner staring
about the disordered room and noted the
growing look of bewllderment creeping
over his pallid countsnance [ was com-
pelled to admit to mysell that here was
sither a copsummate actor or & man of
whom we hastily had formed & most
unwarrantable opinjon.

“But my [(riend—my good Halesowen.”
he exclaimed with widely opensd eyes

and extended palms “What s it that|jected from = noble house for her
I see” You are as disordered a8 mysell!™ | ppauty and purity, and for a whote
Halesowen nodded. “The Dburglar|yesr dedicated to the mervice of the

the potsherd of Anubls™

self to listen

Zedn
north
cated to Isis

adored—bu:
took precedence.
at a
in
its separnte
reposed a

my friends, upon which was based the
occult

Eymbol
of & hunred-hundred warrioras—for so
it

looked about him with a sort of chal-
leng®
resumed hi= story,

sacred month.

“(3ood!" sald Lesty, and settled him-
an example that was fol-
owed by Halesowen and myselr.

“The dats is no matter,” said Dr.
“but there was at Gizeh. to the
of the Sphinx, a temple ded!-
tha gods of the dead ware
the worship of Anubis
and was conducted
shrine apart Here, locked with-
three-and-thirty doors. having each
janitor who held the key.
sacred symbol—a symbol,

“Here

knowledge of the initiated: a
more precious than the lives

s written'"
The mynsterious foreign gentleman

in his glance, then he gquietly

change of the moon In the

Methorl, a Baiden se-

“At the

gave me a call, t0a,” he sald grimly.

gods,

held in her hands the sacred

e . Al

kil

BOL- WMATSSARATLT LT Sy S

[ plead

it aloft that the [nitisted
worship, pntil the first white
beam lit up the receptacle. Then all
howed down thelr heads amd chanted
the “Hymn of the Passing Soula’

“Then was It locked mgain within the
three-and-thirty doors. thers to remain
for another year.
itself, but the high priest. who looked
upen it when he was pgo ordalned—for any
|other that gazed upon |t died
| It was contained In & holy vasb™

T eould almost believe him to have
witnessed the strange rites that he told
of with such conmviction.

“In & year so long ago,” he softly re-
sumed, his voice now a kind of jagged
whisper, “that to speak of its date were
tn convey nothing to you, the high-bora
virgin on whom tha exalted office was
cronferred closed upon her unhappy soul
the gates of paradise for ages unnum-
bered, called down upon her head the
curse of the high priest and the anger
of the most high gods; was rejected of
Set himselt

“She let fall from her hands the sa-
cred vase, the holy symbol was lost
o the child of earth for evermore

thing—hesl14
might

“With those flexible bands I will attach, temuporarily, the parts—"

Lost was the key to the book of wisdom; | con

closed was that book 1o Tan for all
time. "

“Go on'"
Zeda had paused agnin

"“You do mot grasp” asked the doctor
“"Well. then, know that the sentence was
‘Tntil the parts of this vase ba maie
whole again’®

‘Five [agments wepa A large
one, which is your potsherd, and
smalier
yeurs

there

four

of
ervd and Joined together.

untiring search, I have recov-

What if we

now make whale that which was broken? |

‘May 1 not, by

gathered up, summon beforg me that
wandering epirit ere It return ugain to
for resi atsihe Judgment scal of
Amenti?™ -
When 1 say that the man's words
proved electrical, T do not exagserats
the effect which this astounding proposi-
tion had upon us

Halesowen was falirly startled out of
his chair. and stood with his eyes fixed
on the other in a fascinuted gaze

Zeda, entirely returning to his cus |
tomary urbanity, shrugged and smiled.

“You belleve my story?"’

Lesty was the first {0 recover Mmuif.}
and his reply was characteristic. ‘

“Can't say I do,” he drawled. "I don't
say that you may not, though. ™

“Then do you not owe it to assist in
proving my words®™ A little seance” You
are skeptical, quite. Very well; 1 try
to show you. If I fall, then It is u
fortunate. but—1 bow to an inevitable'”

We looked at each other Interrogative-
5. and then Halesowen answered All
right. It's & queer yarn, but we leave
the matter entirely in your hands ™

The doctor bowed.

“Ehall we say tonight to
sald tentatively.

“By all means.”

The doctor expresssd himeelf delight-
ed and carefully relocking the frug-
ment of the vase in its double case, he
was about to depart when a point oc-
curred to me.

“Might I ssk whom you suspect of
the attempted burglary™ 1 said

He tumed in the door and fixed =
strange glance upon me

““There are others.” he replied. “whe|
seck as | seek, and who do not scruple
to gailn their ends how they may Of|

begin™" he

None saw the symbaol |

sald Halesowen harshly, for |

The four smaller, alter twenty

the exercise of such |
poor shreds of the lost wisdom as I have |

| cenit i@ asaumed

OOOOOOOOOOOUNOOODOOODNOD

he went out for the box and placea
it outside In the Jock when he re-
turned His accomplice had run
straight through Zeda's flat and out
to the waiting car. and there he jolned
her. They may be thirty miles away
by now!*

Being unable to cpen the door, we

serve thase things™

This, then concluded our second sitting.
and brings me to the final episode of that
afalr, which, strange enough in ity sev-
eral developments. was straager otill in
its denouement.

Zeda, on the following day, entertained

my friends, for

| them we shall beware,

}n. know they design upon.us!™ us st luncheon In town, followed by an

| With that and s low bow he retired. | Afternoon concert for which he had pro-|Perforce returned to Halesowen's bal-
We usually took tea In the afterncon.|cured seats, being interested, profess-|Cony by the same way that we haa

| and Halesowen joined us on thia occa-| IBF 10 be, in & cerwin fiddler figured | Some. our friend bewailing his lost

| sfon.  About 5 o'clock Dr. Zeda also| largely in the program. potsherd and exclaiming. “The cun-

| looked in We had arranged that Halesowen and nh.‘.f‘kg“::"i' soamps

| He remained until it began to grow the doctor should dine with us In the h.lnd.““alld :‘.h.‘:: '?;:: ?';id:'!m;.r"

evening, before wa went to the former's
flat for the seance, an' we accordingly
returned direct to nur rooms and chatted
over the doings of the day until dinner
was served Zeda surpassed himself in
briliant conversation.

About' ¥ o'clock we walked over In the
dark to our friend's fat. where we had
» grope for and light an oil lamp
which he had. Zeda declaring that
something In the atmosphere was pro-
pitious and that the electric light would
tend to disturbh these favorable condi-
tions.

It
fors
satisfaction,

dusk, when we all went over to Haleso-
| wen's to arrange the first “sitting'—for
50 the doctor referred to the projected
seance

Retiring for a few minutes to his own
establishment, Zeda returned with the
fron box and explained what he propos-
ed 1o do.

“Around this small
at seance,” he asaid,
only the potaherd.

gained for this move. Of course. T haa
noticed the dodge of borrowing all
our matches. but I didn't grasp its tm-
portance untll teo late. It never oc-
curred to e that he'd disconnected
the electric light (which he probably
did some time In the night. by tha
way.)

“T was a fool not to realize i1, too,
when he insisted on our only using
the cll-lamp. Then, again, ! was slow
not to go straight through the win-
dow and into Zeda's flat that way. It
is just possible I might have caught
the lady songster |f I had done that
in the first place

“The possibility, however, had nont
basn overlooked, since she tnok the
see pelther Zeda on my left nor Lesty, pr'\_‘:.u:.i]:‘l?“t:“l,o::._!:‘l-.eldc:’-:rd:::r r-‘-'Br,J‘
wha sat on my right wasn't the first attempt—{for [ suppose
“Hllﬂtﬂ‘;*ﬂf‘;:h: dim ':"9“:“" t?“"""’ﬂ"e must ciasslfy the mysterious arm un-
he patch o cast by the oll read- s ‘ -
ing lamp beside the wase, which stood ﬂ::.,‘.'f' BUAD-ANOHe M0 Thie Solin
the jength of the ™oom away N, bt o

1 was consclous of a suppressed excite- dmn': :::wtlhor: m.f zl'::h"“ ?:tt.n‘:.
ment. which I am sure was shared by m¥ | don. and gthe flat was still unfurnished

we #it. as
“but no medium=—
With th se fexible
bandes 1 will attach, temporarily., the
parts and stand the vase in Mr. Hales-
owen's frame, here by the window—ao
Beside it we will place the lamp—shad-
ed thus—so that & dim light is upom
11 We can jfust see from whers we
sit in the dark. We wil! now wait antil

tahle

wias perhaps & quarter to ten be-
Zeda bad matters arranged to his
and so dark by reason of
the tall Japanese screen that stood he-
fore the opening windows that [ could

it Is more dusk.”
Accordingly we went out on

the bal-

companions. Also, they may w
1 heard a distant riock .-mhtnl the | was In beyd: or’n?: ?:n:nb::'t’:\mhh‘: h::
balf-hour and then the threa-quarters.| .o cleverly kept out of sight) may have
but still nothing had occurred exceaded her Instructions in attempting
A motor car drove around from the|is touch the potaherd while moy one re-
road and stopped pomewhers at the outer| mained In the room.”
end of the drive T wondered idly if 1t “But," sald Halesowen slowly ‘we
were that of the surgeon who lived at| don't know that there was any woman'™
No. 10 “Eh?™ queried Lesty
After that everythinz was very gulet “Did you see her™
and I was expecting to hear the hour “No. "
strike and straining my ears to catch “I did. She was lovely. very lovely—
the sound of the first chime. when the | for a woman'
rocking and cracking =f the table be- Lesty stared curiously You surprise
gan. me.” ha commented dryl
‘This was much more violent than hith- “Zeda WwWasg m sirangs man pursuesd
erto. and Zeda's gruflf tones came softly:| the other. “and wera certalnly
“Whatever zhall happen, 40 not re-|things occurred as we sat around that
move yaur handg from the tahle' table that need a Iot of explatning ™
A sllence fell, so phort in duration as “Very ordinary thres-and-six-a
to be roely appreciable, for it was| phenomenal” was the repls Merely
almost stantly broken Y an unex- | blind ™
pectad sound y “Then what was the reason af Hhis
It was a woman's volce. very low snd| burmning desire to sec my potaherd. If
clear, and it seamcd 1o mutter pome- not to complete the vase™
thing in & welrd, rising cadence with a! ‘Do you mean to tell me ™ asked Laasty
high note at the end of avery third bar| “that you are going to credit that stnry
or sn, and this over and over again— about the priestess—now, after he hus

an casy thing. vaguely like a Gregorian shown his hand® Do you wish to suggest

chant. | that he was aided by s splrigT’
“Triumph™  whispered Zeda — "The “Then, why was he so keen to get tho
Hymn of the Passing Souls'™ | thing™" persisted Halesowsn
His speech seemed to disturb the singer Leaty looked at him, looked at me,

shrugged his shoulders and began to Joad

but only for a moment. The hymn was
continued his pipe. Having done po, he sat smok-
Then. as ths very menotony of the N and staring at the brilllant moon.
thing was beginning ta grow appalling "Wall™" inquired our hest
T suddenly became aware of a slim, | “Give It up!™ admitted Lesty
white fAgure standing beside the yase bt d g - b s
The chant stopped and [ could hear One of my visits to the Wapping curlo
nothing but the mnervous breathing of shop of Morisa Klaw was made |a com-
my céompanions. Seated an they were 1 pany with Mr Halesowen
doubted whether Hale nr Lesty Somewhere amid the minty gloom of
could see this appar 1 1 was this place. where Joot of a hundred ages
facing directly toward it wuw | 0f every spot from pole to poie. vells
& woman fta identity in the Adarkne sity & largs
1 could peea every line of her fgure— | Eray parrot Faint perfumes and
the curves of her throat and arms and . cuffiing sounds tell of i an‘mal
shoulders, tha dull metalllc gleaming of life near to the visttor: but the purrot
her clustering hair As she extended proclaims {tself stridently .
her hand toward the light 1 distinctly “Moris Klaw' Moris Raw' The davils
Sagw & large, green stone set In a ring| come for vou'™
on her index finger | That signal brings Moris Klaw from
She must be very beautiful, T thought,| his hiding place. Hs shuffles into the
and was peering through the gloom in &l shap, a fgure appropriale to its sur-
vain endeavor to see her more closely—| rounding=
when thers came a dlsconcerting crash| Imagine » tall. stooping man. envelop-
and utter Asrkness’ ed in a very faded hlue dressing gown
The tahle whereat we were pealesd| His skin is but half a shade | fer
was overturned and 1 found myself cap-| than that of a Chinaman: his ha s
4 rmoked for an hoyr sized from my chalr shagEy brows. his scanty beard defn
pail Hi:: l'l-l"rc;udn ;:r : the I.Tr'ndrﬂ Hold him™" velled the vnice of Lafty. one to name thelr color, He wears pince-
of the long black cigars he affected, They| Hold him H""“"_"_—' litard ! nex
had the appearangs of twigs and, A qd-\ﬂr !-nr'.':o-'! loudly - - \.'-h-n upen this particular occasion
an odor so wholly orlg i a» to "!!ﬂi rM.rﬂ:“‘f p L et the., foos [ Introduced my companion. sod Morts
simile I hl Ibthr::‘i'--..‘:‘; l:l.me t“!:\. to ?‘ir:\';“l‘"lt‘ ‘law acknowledged the introduction, |
H ; Ay the lig At the me time AmMblNE ! saw Halesowen stare
Ihlt‘:’?rﬂ.p .' .: 1‘ " o'clogk he e_?.{‘r"”d through the gloom with that intent Af- Klaw produced a scent! spray from
Iru.:-;.- ._:.', ltl,—" _‘“h the HEht—OT. | por sov Iv¥ damaging my shinsg REainst somewhers and spraved verbena upon his
o K of jt—and We All gathered| sho |ntervening furniture T found the high. yellow hrow
around the table in ¢ gloom, spread-| gwiteh W i ol e
| Ing. oiir hands as he dlected ] it is verv stuffy—in this shop L
x 1t would not work explained ‘Iais’ Isia! hring for mv
For close upon an honr we sat in| "It's cut of"" 1 cried Strike a2 mateh. | visttors some loed drinks'™
tense piicnce, the room seeming 1o be | momeb He voked a goddess. and n goddexs
very hot. A slight breeze off the com-| “"Haven't got any'™” sail Lesty appe a hrilliantly beautiful brunstte.
mon had wafted the fumes of Zeda's| responded Halesowen. | wirh dellghtfully curved scarlet lips and
Cigar in througi he open windows, whic hl Ui t fiashing sves nhose fire the gloom could
-“f-. had afterwn closed nand the reex| wazs Lesty'sm next report not dim .
lled the a with mething pal-| down’ ahouted Halesowen, e cind Hal -l o1
pable—and navrencs ‘?‘.;_. the Japanese screen "Tha-hllfl‘:“l Gt vrled Hnlwgowen: sud fel
I was gro g vorv wrary of the .--:-..1 Lot mhe zone" My datghter. Taie. rimbled  Maris
ness. and w5t rapite  the doctor .J Lesty ed his sh der tn the oak— K‘u.“' T 9 s Mr Hl. ;”‘ ' '-n;m
| warning agalns disturting the sile |,|q.lnnrr—"“.| et hrice all trogether whom we - e -Il”'. r‘\--.ih.n -}-;rd il
had begun to coush and fidget lrritably,, we attacked nd 1t flen open with a “What' : ]h'-;};;-“‘ ].;.m-w! 'n--vn.-d
when the rumbling lzn volee came po, splintaring or n.-mn; ;I,. l.,,,‘”;.e. ) )
© an o startie us all | Wl to his flat'" panted Halesowen. | ‘Yoo recognize my daughter *on-
It is useless 1onlght. something s running downstairs = .;{:‘,w "'!:'u'l ..:,‘ Dr Zeda
tm: propitious Turn the lzhis | Out on the drive we sprintad, inta ths .hi- poor ol.; \'n’r‘.“ “T;\u
From the celeritn with which Hales- | next entrance and ap tn the Ar WInZ. | gave us grest troubie, Mr. Halesowen
| owen complied, 1 ned that he. too, |Knocking and ringing proved ineffectual | Once you came in just as Isis. who had
had been graduxlly srowing impatient. .and the door Was too strong to be burst | «jimbed ,'." 10 Your haleany s.' .h.‘\ullln
“There I pome tot sultable r'l1r.|l|nn_"In;.un . :n.l.u the ouhelrd i - BH il
sald Zeda, relocking his portion of the We ptond In dismaved pilence "lll“in': There E:_" no one in the reom’"
vase In [ts Case Womorrogw we shall[at ane another o = in ”:' ,:m,,"".. '._,""u ted the
make rome changrs In the order.’ Off vour balcony. on to hix, and | girl eonlly. *I 'wl'. 4'_"“3«;"“1 b!.:ck Footn
He seemed not at all disappointed. he-|through the French window '™ said Lesty | head in'!'u-ol and :I.napfd behind th-
Ing apparently as confident as ever injsuddeni » back we all an sgnin window hangings unseen. while you
the ultimats success the seances Oney 1 had r v ized how eany !tTg-‘_.,.M,d with Saaw umf"‘ . .
of the windows, he sled, should be;was to g rom aloony (o another, | ‘Tt was |nd|":;.ﬂ"-- continued Moris
left open on the o ing evening dur-|until I saw Leety swing himse!f zcrosa. | Kilaw, “and mad; Il-hl'dﬂ‘ .f‘-\r ™o Dh-_
Ing our sitting. and this we were only Hulesowen and [ followed o a trice. | causs ﬂot,h,..”"d vou ".,n" up the “e.'.“ =
too glad to mgree upon, since it would jand we all hiundered Into the dark room|and my search is u'm‘.'..-l'.‘p also. 1 :"
posxlbly serve to clear the atmosphere |through 1he open window and made [nrll,“_rrum-ﬁl };a:‘a‘ 1 un. ‘_'-.".n‘\. II" .‘.k‘
somewhat of the unrleasant odor em-'the electric switch beside the rmr-.!'r'—'gl,m. But ,,m;mb,g 1 .-.. .-.il e .;I
anating from the doctor's cigars Dlec=. We tirned on the lght. The room |y - - : e “
“We shall see tomorrow.” were his|was unfurnished . | Lawly T
last words as he left us “Good Lord™ breathed Halesowen. |cive s_f?';nm"":‘d_u'r::f'."“ Wiy
“A perfect monument of mendacity!™ | hurrving into the next " “You eannot.’ ;. the rlacid 1+
multered Lesty, as we heard the retlr-| That. too. was auite bare, an were ul! [ “for \-’m. e'n;'m;n! u.v how !rrt:u umrTr"
ing footatepa of our foreign f(riend on|the rest’ The outer door was lockad | possession of the sherd. Prof. Eheraton

and I think his ac-
I dem’t know why we

the gravel below; "While we were fooling at that concert {was in a similar forked stick—and that

he had everv scrap of stuff remeoved''” I|l. whers [ come in!"’

even meem to eredit such an Incredible |said  *“He probably had the lot on hire| “What' You were acting for him™"
f.z,!, ) from a bip furnishing Arm—curios and | “Certainly. T happened to be in Egypt
We saw nothing of Zeda throughout|all. 1 remember noticing that his curios- [at the time. and he s a friend of r",..]',

the following day, but he duly put In
Aan appearance in the svening and placed
us sround the table again. but in diYer-

Ities were of a very ordinary character. | Your thief, AlL left & small plece of the
considering his extensive travels and the [pot behind, and 1 am entrusted to make
nature of his studies 'it complete.** o

ent order. “No doubt whatever,” agreed Loaty. | “Y u *» 1 3
One of the Fronch windows was left|“His burgiary proved 'a Cathure (and. § ' erton “Sf'z.ff’ffr:f'?-'m.'.'l'fl gpeuirirs
open, and the potsherd, with the lamp|think, must have been Interrupted e beautifil Tl y watchins
beside it, placed somewhit to the left though 1 am compelled to admire the "Yea," rumbled ‘Mnrln Klaw, *T thae
After persevering for about forty|neat manner In which he hundied the mstrument of poetic jl']t|r" ;,.u_u:bo..
minutes we were rewarded by a rather ivery delicate situation that resulted. His | coal beverages. Let u‘. dn_nk to u.c
convant! 1 ph non. more recent and elaborate device has | justice™ -
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